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Guide to Wedding 
Photography

Tallahassee Association of Wedding Professionals (TAWP)



Who Are We?



What is the Photographer’s 
Style?

� Shooting Style:
� Traditional vs. contemporary

� Photojournalist or 
“fauxtojournalist” vs. 
conventional portraiture

� Independent artist vs. 
contracted camera

� Style in the final images:
� Color, black and white, sepia, 

photoshop effects, etc.

� Brightly colored, dark and 
moody, soft focus, etc.



What do you get by hiring a true professional 
photographer?

� You will receive the photographer’s time and 
talent as well as the “products”.

� Most professionals spend an average of 3-4 
hours editing images for every hour they 
shoot. More than just “shoot-and-burn”, 
professional photographers craft a story.

� Professional photographers know from 
experience or training how to deal with the 
unexpected during the wedding day.

� Professional photographers own and carry a 
wide variety of professional equipment as 
well as back-up equipment.

� Professional photographers carry insurance.



What do you get with "this" professional 
Photographer?

� You should know specifically what the 
photographer offers in products, proofs and 
options.
� How much coverage is included?

� Is an album included?  If so, what kind?

� Do you receive paper proofs or will they be 
digital proofs?  If you receive printed proofs, 
what are the details?

� Are the digital files available for purchase, 
included in the package, or not available?

� Will you receive any other portrait sessions–
bridal, engagement, etc.?  If so, what is 
included with the session?

� Will your images be retouched or altered?  
What is the extent of the retouching?



What is in the photographers' 
contract?

� The contract is the total agreement.  
Everything should be detailed 
specifically.·

� Limited Liability Clause--- what it actually 
means

� The “sickness or injury” clause

� Model release and copyright

� Timelines

� What the retainer does

� Extra charges (overtime, travel, lodging, 
albums, etc.)

� Exclusivity clause– who can and cannot 
photograph during the day



How do my Choices effect my 
Photography?

� Schedule and Location can determine the 
photographic experience you receive.

� Ceremony Site Restrictions (Flash, 
Photographer’s Movement, etc. )

� Lighting is influenced by time of                  
day and year

� Color Schemes and how they relate to       
your appearance

� Size of your wedding party  



Is the Engagement Session Important?
� The engagement session is a great excuse to get dressed up for some fun 

pictures, and lets you and the photographer get comfortable with each other 
before the big day.

� Gives you a chance to see your photographer in action and builds your 
confidence that they will do an amazing job for you.

� Gives you a nice picture to display at the wedding or make save the date cards. 
(and makes moms happy they finally have photos of the two of you!)



The ‘How’ and ‘Why’ of Formals

� Formals are the posed portraits of the 
couple, family, etc.

� Many formals can be taken before the 
ceremony, even without the bride and groom 
seeing each other.

� Many photographers accept or request a list 
of the groupings you would like.  Plan 
wisely– list the groups you MUST have and 
work in others if time allows.

� Often, when formal portraits run long on the 
schedule, the images that get shorted on 
time are the images of the bride and groom.  
The best plan is to have a conversation with 
your photographer about the amount of time 
they will need and the number of groupings 
that can be feasibly accomplished.



Who Owns My Images?

� Federal Copyright Law—images are 
inherently photographer’s property.

� Print release—allows you to use the 
images for personal use (prints, 
albums, Facebook, etc.)  Does NOT 
allow for commercial use or publication.

� Copyright release—photographer 
assigns all ownership of images to 
clients and can no longer use images.

� Scanning or digitally obtaining images 
is theft from the photographer and also 
results in poor quality image.
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